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NEVI'IM JEREMIAH 19.6

!
|
f pheth or Valley of Ben-hinnom, but Valley of
Slaughter. .

7“And I will frustratec the plans of Judah and
Jerusalem in this place. I will cause them to fall
by the sword before their enemies, by the hand
of those who seek their lives; and I will give their
caréassés as food 'to”the birds of the sky and the
beasts of the earth. 8And I will make this city
an object of horror and hissing;d everyone who
passes by it will be appalled and will hiss over
all its wounds. 9And I will cause them to eat the
flesh of their sons and the flesh of their daugh-
ters,and they shall devour one another’s flesh—
because of the desperate straits to which they
will be reduced by their enemies, who seek
their life.”

10Then you shall smash the jug in the sight
of the men who go with you, 11and say to them:
“Thus said the Lorp of Hosts: So will I smash
thisApeople and this city, as one smashes a pot-

they shall bury in Topheth until no room is left
for burying. 12That is what Iwill do to this place
and its inhabitants—declares the Lorp. I will
make this city like Topheth: 13the houses of Je-
rusalem and the houses of the kings of Judah
shall be unclean, like that place Topheth—all
the houses on the roofs of which IOffe'rings were
made to the whole host of heaven and libations
were poured out to other gods.”

(/1;When Jeremiah returned from Topheth,

where the Lorp had sent him to prophesy, he
stood in the court of the House of the Lorp and
said to all the people 15“Thus said the Lorp of

upon this city and upon all its villages all the

NNy ¥y

disaster which I have decreed against it, for they

My words.”

¢ Lit. “empty,” Heb. u-baqqothi, a play on bagbuq, “jug” in v. 1.

d  See note at 18.16.

ooy

ter’s vessel, which can never be mended. And _

Hosts, the God of Israel: I am going to bring

have stiffened their necks and refused to heed
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NevI'iM JEREMIAH 20.9
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20 Pashhur son of Immer, the priest who
was chief officer of the House of the Lorp, heard
Jeremiah prophesy these things. 2Pashhur
thereupon had Jeremiah flogged and put in the
cella at the Upper Benjamin Gate in the House
of the Lorp. 3The next day, Pashhur released
Jeremiah from the cell.
But Jeremiah said to him, “The Lorp has
/ria,med you not Pashhur, but Magor-missabib.?
4For thus said the Lorp: I-am going to deliver
you and all your friends over to terror: they will
fall by the sword of their enemies while youlook
on. I will deliver all Judah into the hands of the
king of Babylon; he will exile them to Babylon
or put them to the sword. 5And I will deliver

all the wealth, all the riches, and all the prized _

possessions of this city, and I will also deliver
all the treasures of the kings of Judah into the
hands of their enemies: they shall seize them as
plunder and carry them off to Babylon. 6As for
you, Pashhur, and all who live in your house,
you shall go into captivity. You shall come to
Babylon; there you shall die and there you shall
be buried, and so shall all your friends to whom
you prophesied falsely.”

7You enticed me, O Lorp, and I was enticed;
You overpowered me and You prevailed.

I have become a constant laughingstock,
Everyone jeers at me.

8For every time I speak, I must cry out,
Must shout, “Lawlessness and rapine!”

For the word of the LorD causes me

Constant disgrace and contempt.
9T thought, “T will not mention Him,
No more will I speak in His name”™—

But [His word] was like a raging fire in my
heart,

Shut up in my bones;
gl Ret) B

h
a  Meaning of Heb. uncertain.

b ILe., “Terror all around”; cf. v. 10. O
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NevI'IM JEREMIAH 20.9

I could not hold it in, I was helpless.
10 heard the whispers of the crowd—

~Terror all around:

'))

“Inform! Let us inform against him!

All my [supposed] friends

Are waiting for me to stumble:

“Péfhaps he can be entraépcd,

And we can prevail ‘a'gainstrhim

And take odr’\}ehgean‘ce“on him.”

11But the Lorp is with me hke a mlghty war-
rior; ! ‘ :

Therefore my persecutors shall stumble;

They shall not prevail and shall not succeed.

They shall be utterly shamed

With a humiliation for all time,

Which shall not be forgotten. . .

'120 LORD of Hosts, You who test the rlght- '

eous,

R Who examine the heart and the mlnd
“Let me see Your retribution upon them,
ForI lay my case before You.

" 13Sing unto the Lorp, "

Praise the Lorp,
" For He has rescued the needy
From the hands of evildoers!

14Accursed be the day

That I was born! _

Let not the day be blessed

When my mother bore me!
15Accursed be thie man

Who bre brought my father the news
Anq[ said, “A boy

Is ‘m

Andgave him such joy!
16Let that manc become like the cities

Which the Lorp overthrew without relent-
e S 4

ing!
Let him hear shrieks in the morning

And battle shouts at noontide—

¢ Emendation yields “day.” (()
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17Because he did not kill me before birth
So that my mother might be my grave,
And her womb big [with me] for all time.
18Why did I ever issue from the womb,

To see misery and woe,
e CE g
To spend all my days in shame!

21 The word which came to Jeremiah from
the Lorp, when King Zedekiah sent to him
Pashhur son of Malchiah and the priest Zeph-
aniah, son of Maaseiah, to say, 2“Please inquire
of the Lorp on our behalf, for King Nebuchad-
rezzar of Babylon is attacking us. Perhaps the
Lorp will act for our sake in accordance with
all His wonders, so that [Nebuchadrezzar] will
withdraw from us.”

3Jeremiah answered them, “Thus shall you
say to Zedekiah: 4Thus said the Lorp, the God
of Israel: Tam going to turn around the weapons
in your hands with which you are battling out-
side the wall against those who are besieging
you—the king of Babylon and the Chaldeans—
and I will take them into the midst of this city;
Sand I Myselfwill battle against you with an out-
stretched mighty arm, with anger and rage and
great wrath. 6I will strike the inhabitants of this
city, man and beast: they shall die by a terrible
pestilence. 7And then—declares the Lorp—I
will deliver King Zedekiah of Judah and his
courtiers and the people—those in this city who
survive the pestilence, the sword, and the
famine—into the hands of King Nebuchadrez-
zar of Babylon, into the hands of their enemies,
into the hands of those who seek their lives. He
will put them to the sword without pity, without
compassion, without mercy.

8“And to this people you shall say: Thus said
the Lorb: I set before you the way of life and
the way of death. 9Whoever remains in this city
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I could not hold it i
10] heard the whispe
Terror all around:
“Inform! Let us infc
All my [supposed] {
Are waiting for me
“Perhaps he can be
And we can prevail
And take our venge:
11But the Lorp is wi
rior;
Therefore my perses
They shall not preva
They shall be utterls
With a humiliation
Which shall not be
120 Lorp of Hosts,
eous,
Who examine the h
Let me see Your ret
For I lay my case be
13Sing unto the Lor
Praise the Lorb,
For He has rescued
From the hands of «

14Accursed be the d
That I was born!
Let not the day be t
When my mother b
15Accursed be the n
Who brought my fz
And said, “A boy

Is born to you,”
And gave him such
16Let that manc bec:
Which the Lorp oy

ing!

Let him hear shriek
And battle shouts a

¢ Emendation yields “day.”




