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down all the first-born in the lm
from the first-born of Pharaoh who sat on the
throne to the first-born of the captive who was
in the dungeon, andall the first-born of the cat-

tle., 30And Pharaoh arose in the night, with all
his courtiers and all the Egyptians—because

there was a loud cry in Egypt; for there was no

house where there was not someone dead. 31He

summoned Moses and Aaron in the night and
said, “Up, depart from among my people, you

and the Israelites with you! Go, worship the

Lorp as you said! 3ZTake also your flocks and
your herds, as you said, and begone! And may

1”2

you bring a blessing upon me also

33The Egyptians urged the peopng
tient to have them leave the country, for they

/ said, “We shall all be dead. /3450 the people took
t

eir dough before it v;éﬂéavened, their knead-

ing bowls wrapped in their cloaks upon their
shoulders. 35TheIsraeliteshad done Moses’ bid-
ding and borrowed from the Egyptians objects

TENTH PLAGUE (makkat b’khorot)

All the preparations have been completed. The

(vv. 29-36)
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ing (10:28). He asks for their blessing, an ul-
timate humbling act.

31. Israelites Pharaoh uses this term for the
first time, thereby at last granting recognition to

stage is set for the climactic plague, which will se-
cure the release of the Israelites from bondage.
The Torah recognizes that the entire Egyptian
people is subject to judgment for having tolerated
the perverse will of Pharaoh.

PHARAOH SURRENDERS

The king himself has to rise during the night,
thereby adding to his humiliation at having to
surrender unconditionally to Moses’ demands.
By summoning Moses and Aaron, he must re-
tract the arrogant threat made at their last meet-

(vv. 30-32)

the Israelites as a national entity. The narrative
of the oppression opened with this term (1:1), and
now closes with it.

34. before it was leavened In verse 39 this
note is amplified in such a way as to provide
a clear explanation for the eating of mazzor on
Passover. A similar reason is given in Deut. 16:3.
Because the eating of the muarzor was ordained
and presumably carried out before the 10th
plague struck (v. 8), the present rationale must
be a reinterpretation of a pre-existing practice.

35. The silver and gold given (not lent) by
the Egyptians constituted a protest against the
policies of the royal tyrant. They demonstrated
a renewal of public conscience. Similar gifts
were given to the Jews leaving Babylonia to re-
turn to Judea (Ezra 1:4). Had the Israelites left
Egypt with nothing after so many years of suf-
fering, the hatred in their hearts toward the
Egyptians would have been never ending. The
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Torah wanted the Egyptian people to send
them off with gifts, so thatit would be easier for
the Israelites to fulfill the mitzvah “you shall
not abhor an Egyptian” (Deut. 23:8). (This com-
mentis by Benno Jacob, whowas born and grew
upin Germany and had to escape to England af-
ter the Nazis came to power. He understood
that the purpose of the commandment was to
cleanse our memory of bitterness and hatred.)




