11 BIRKHOT HA-SHAHAR MwiT a2 11

Peace { obw

I DEUTERONOMY RABBAH 5.15

5 X . " ,I ’
Rabbi Shimon ben Halafta said: 17D,/ A7 0MaT I

See how desirable is peace! When the Holy One sought to bless NﬂB‘?I’I 2 '[1177’.'“” 27 MN
Israel, He found no term which included all the blessings ‘ -]-13'7 NI -Tn: W177-| W72W3 'D1'7\U"[ :\.'1:1n el
He wished to bestow upon them — except for peace. How do we ‘7 ‘7

know this? It is written: “May Adonai grant His people strength; ]3-1: J'HJWJ.'I 3 7“”73 NT—IW -'[73 NYTJ XY ENTW"NN
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Rabbi says:

Great is peace! For even if the Israelites worshiped the stars — n)a) i gikioly)]

should peace reign among them, God would say: “I cannot rule DW‘?W 5 . "

over them since peace reigns among them.” As it is written: ‘ 1D :313 ]'\'T'Dll o -':u] ‘7N-“U 155NW DW‘?\U'I 5171

“Ephraim is fused bones. Let him be” (Hosea 4:17). But when 3 1732 U'?W‘? 513’ RIS '713’33 D'IPD_I )l \ginly ghig!

they are at odds, what does God say? “Their heart is contentious. ”1‘7 M 'D"L‘JN omy ” .

Now they shall be found guilty” (Hosea 10:2). Learn, therefore, K ) '7 17,713“ -\HNJW D_[ 3 D1'7W'(U

that peace is great and strife is hateful. ‘ 173WN 7]’117 03 75”' INIR KIT N 17‘7HJW73 I?JN
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“Its ways are pleasant and all its paths are peace” (Proverbs 3:17) — _

The Holy One sought to give the Israelites the Torah when they -]11: WT-D_[ WP: D.IKJW 'I’I'D’.'HJ ‘731 DJJJ T —713_11

left Egypt, but there was contention among them, some saying: "I OTIYRn 'INY’W "Il?'(U:\ r73("“[/"‘7 ‘f‘nn '[J'lr7 N17

“Let us head back to Egypt”’ (Numbers 14:4). When they arrived at .

Sinai, however, they were united. Said the Holy One: “The Torah -D“U'“ wKY _IJ.HJ a '173'11‘( T’j‘ 1‘73‘( I?y 15N D.’Tbn

is perfect peace. To whom shall I give it? To a peace-loving MR LLLNOK TN D‘?D nwAn ’J"D'? INIWD ... TTYRI

peaple.” That is: “All its paths are peace.” >-um: IR vn'yw m‘aw 1'73 TIRNT R -m: wnv-r
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“The Rabbis taught: ° . IR NAT oyl [77 73 IO NNDDINT LN70 Ui s by IV

One supports the poor of the gentiles as one does the poor of —_— .[33-1 "lJ.n

Israel; one visits the sick among the gentiles as one does the sick 5 o

in Israel; one mourns and buries the dead of the gentiles as one oy -DJ ‘7.“—' '[""l?:ln'l '7N1W7 ”Jy oy D’-DJ ny PU-.th

does the dead of Israel; one comforts the mourners among the ‘7N7W’ ’nn 0y 0™M321 "Nn M2 '[""T’BUD'\ ‘7}('“;71 1"7“1

gentiles as one does those in Israel — for the sake of peace. .DW'?W 29T B — r7N'“U’ ’53?{ oy omA3 "‘7:}( 1N
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Rabban Shimon ben Gamaliel taught: IR SRIFN 13 Tivew 120

The world rests on three principles: On justice, on truth, and ‘73]1 nnN"[ ‘73]1 113 ‘7y — -n:']y D';‘ly-[ D”WZ'I' 'TW‘?W ‘73]

on peace. And all three are intertwined. When justice is done, MK TVJ -

truth is served and peace ensues. e 23 T-Tj 'IWS_J.] ]-I -”:'N ‘1;_! ]‘D‘U%W1 'EH'?W"I
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