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END OF THE COVID-19 PUBLIC HEALTH EMERGENCY

ISSUE

The COVID-19 public health emergency (PHE), and with it the various waivers and flexibilities that helped hospitals
deliver excellent care during and after the pandemic, is set to end on Thursday, May 11. Hospitals need to prepare
before May 11 to ensure they remain in compliance with the changing regulatory landscape once the PHE is
officially terminated.

BACKGROUND

At the start of the COVID-19 pandemic, the federal and state governments used the PHE to suspend some rules
governing health care delivery and administration. This was designed to provide hospitals with flexibility to
respond to the COVID-19 pandemic. Based on declining COVID-19 cases and acuity, HHS will allow the PHE to
expire. The state of Colorado is also ending many of the workforce flexibilities and shifting some public health
reporting requirements that have been in place during the pandemic.

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW

e CMS will rescind the blanket 1135 waivers . A complete list of CMS COVID-19 waivers and flexibilities for
hospitals, CAHs, Ambulatory Surgery Centers, and Community Mental Health Centers can be found here.

e Even though state public health orders have been terminated, hospitals are still required to maintain an
infectious disease mitigation, vaccine, and treatment plan as well as report hospital bed capacity data to
EMResource (per HB 22-1401) and CDC’s National Health Care Safety Network.

e Certain COVID-19 PHE flexibilities and policies have been made permanent or otherwise extended for some
time. For example, Congress extended the Hospital at Home program and certain telehealth flexibilities
through Dec. 31, 2024, when Congress is expected to decide about permanency. Additional information
can be found here.

WHAT YOU NEED TO DO

e |dentify current operations within your organization that are utilizing a waiver or flexibility provided during
the COVID-19 pandemic and plan for how to return to pre-pandemic operation.

e Continue to monitor guidance made available by federal and state agencies concerning the return to
normal operations.

e Related to the end of the PHE, Colorado’s Medicaid program will spend the next 14 months reviewing the
eligibility for the 1.7 million members enrolled in Health First Colorado. As providers engage with Medicaid
patients, it is important to encourage them to update their information with HCPF and return any renewal
paperwork they receive in the mail.

WHO SHOULD BE INVOLVED
COOs, regulatory compliance, government relations, emergency preparedness, infection prevention

WHAT CHA IS DOING
e Working with state and federal partners to ensure there is a smooth transition for hospitals upon
termination of the PHE.
e Compiling and providing hospitals with relevant information related to the end of the PHE.
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https://www.cms.gov/files/document/covid-19-emergency-declaration-waivers.pdf
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.cms.gov%2Ffiles%2Fdocument%2Fhospitals-and-cahs-ascs-and-cmhcs-cms-flexibilities-fight-covid-19.pdf&data=05%7C01%7CDaniel.Trucil%40cms.hhs.gov%7C1470c4bd4a974107fe3e08da812c24c7%7Cd58addea50534a808499ba4d944910df%7C0%7C0%7C637964323838481138%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2S7oM%2BMDjjU%2FuF389q0JojwRqPBAt7PzgYqFci3DPmg%3D&reserved=0
https://leg.colorado.gov/bills/hb22-1401
https://www.aha.org/special-bulletin/2023-02-07-public-health-emergency-end-may-11
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RESOURCES

State:
e CHA web page with more details on the state landscape
e CDPHE press release on PHE end
e HCPF web page on Medicaid renewals

Federal:
e American Hospital Association Fact Sheet with resources
e HHS Fact Sheet on the Transition Roadmap
e (CDCrevised guidance for health care facility masking and testing

e CMS web page on coronavirus waivers and flexibilities
e CMS informational bulletin on impacts to Medicaid and CHIP

e AHA special bulletin on streamlined hospital data reporting requirements
e AHA special bulletin on CMS memo to state surveyors
e Deep Dive from Alston & Bird, CHA's federal lobbying team, on the end of the PHE
o Recording here (Passcode: MSX5anV%)
o Slides here
e PYA end of the PHE compliance checklist
e Hall Render Presentation on what health care organizations need to know about the end of the PHE
o Recording here
o Slides here
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https://cha.com/policy-advocacy/regulatory-policy/regulatory-issues-by-agency/public-health/
https://cha.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/32123_Federal-PHE-ending-release_FINAL.pdf
https://hcpf.colorado.gov/covid-19-phe-planning
https://us-west-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=outlook.com&u=aHR0cHM6Ly9uYW0xMS5zYWZlbGlua3MucHJvdGVjdGlvbi5vdXRsb29rLmNvbS8_&p=m&i=NjMyYTM3OGFhMThmMTMxNGJmODA3NzZm&t=NlJyU25zMThzcmxBNEZHSDhadGlYMWpGdTA0WmZmOVRTclBsMkhWV1lDWT0=&h=565545bc39584b4280faaf0d35700d9e&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVZTo59hpUnPONs7jBYdI95d6pdTjfsUh_HKeR3rWpR9AQ
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2023/02/09/fact-sheet-covid-19-public-health-emergency-transition-roadmap.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/infection-control-recommendations.html
https://www.cms.gov/coronavirus-waivers
https://us-west-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=lnks.gd&u=aHR0cHM6Ly9sbmtzLmdkL2wvZXlKaGJHY2lPaUpJVXpJMU5pSjkuZXlKaWRXeHNaWFJwYmw5c2FXNXJYMmxrSWpveE1ESXNJblZ5YVNJNkltSndNanBqYkdsamF5SXNJblZ5YkNJNkltaDBkSEJ6T2k4dmQzZDNMbTFsWkdsallXbGtMbWR2ZGk5emRHRjBaUzF5WlhOdmRYSmpaUzFqWlc1MFpYSXZaRzkzYm14dllXUnpMMk5wWWpBMU1EZ3lNeTV3WkdZaUxDSmlkV3hzWlhScGJsOXBaQ0k2SWpJd01qTXdOVEE0TGpjMk5EQTNOamN4SW4wLktEZ1hGXy03d3pyOG1YbExwcmc3dVRmek4tekdOUElwNmt6YlNsSEZPTTgvcy8yNTg5NjU2MTIvYnIvMTgwNDIwNDgwNDU0LWw=&p=m&i=NjMyYTM3OGFhMThmMTMxNGJmODA3NzZm&t=blZDaXp5ZUdNZUh6Y1c5SHUzeEs0TUVIcVdFVUU4RU1IUmxpRGJYcjRaWT0=&h=e09e41e3a65544b283bb60d9792bf203&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVaZgePKFua7QxYg62yDtskDYYK6YUB7FSUJV7d9rCCoKzO3GmfPaCHBLE-npk47nuY
https://www.aha.org/special-bulletin/2023-04-27-cdc-streamline-hospital-covid-19-data-reporting-requirements
https://cha.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/2023-05-02_SB_PHE-_Waiver-Guidance_f.pdf
https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/1y0H0Ll0jphLvwlqFM8gX2zZxGiI_LET2tH_gaXTZ72nsZiZBS4_ni90ipjxXvF0.JmCXKCooct3Lj0V2?startTime=1680710249000
https://cha.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/CHA-Regulatory-PHE-update-4_5_23_2.pdf
https://cha.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/PYA-PHE-Guidance.pdf
https://hall-render.wistia.com/medias/a4md0fnydl
https://us-west-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=hallrender.com&u=aHR0cHM6Ly9jbGljay5tYXJrZXRpbmcuaGFsbHJlbmRlci5jb20vP3FzPTQzYjk0N2NjMGM0M2ExOGE2OTA5OGE2OWQ4MGVlZDZiYWRjYjA3YzEwYmMwMWYxYzQ1NTdkZGNlYmQ0ZDVmY2NlM2RjZDI2YjY5NjIwN2MzOTk1ZWVkZjU0ZTA2NDZkMA==&p=m&i=NjMyYTM3OGFhMThmMTMxNGJmODA3NzAz&t=LzVJNHhCUDdqVmtJa1IvRGNOa1JobEJpVEwwNFhOVmsrSXFPTHRyb1kwaz0=&h=88f6098e46c540b6b76c7e37fb40078f&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVYl2DBReQgRTRd1JZOsFOxMKoko5LPFTYZ1zYLxTy25XBNfFHwP2HBUl0Jnx9222HSN5goJ5B5eR841J2ku8ifDtjsBMQqdWlhGc9AF7vOtGg
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