GENESIS 41:34 MI-KETZ

discernment and wisdom, and sethim over the
land of Egypt. 34And let Pharaoh take steps to
appoint overseers over the land, and organize
the land of Egypt in the seven years of plenty.
35 et all the food of these good years that are
coming be gathered, and let the grain be cal-
lected under Pharaoh’s authority as food to be
stored in the cities. 36Let that food be areserve
for the land for theseven yearsoffamine which
will come upon the land of Egypt, so that the
land may not perish in the famine”

37The plan pleased Pharaoh and all his cour-
tiers. 38And Pharaoh said to his courtiers,
“Could we find another like him, a man in
whom is the spirit of God?” ¥So Pharaoh said
to Joseph, “Since God has made all this known
to you, there is none so discerning and wise as
you.4%You shall be in charge of my court, and

byyour command shallall my people be direc-
ted; only with respect to the throne shall I be

superior to you.” 4!Pharaoh further said to

Joseph, “See,ﬁutzau incharge Gfa.ll the land_

ofEgypt."#2And removing hissignetring from

not as part of the dream message but as a per-
sonal suggestion.

34. let Pharaoh Not wishing to raise any
suspicion that he is suggesting the creation of a
new focus of power, Joseph repeatedly empha-
sizes “Pharach,” thereby stressing the ubiqui-
tous, omniscient, and omnipotent nature of the
king in ancient Egypt.

35. good years Joseph sensibly suggests that
grain be stockpiled during the plentiful years
against che forthcoming years of famine.
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first biblical mention of an individual so en-
dowed. Possession of the “spirit of God” impels
one to undertake a mission (Num. 27:18), im-
parts extraordinary energy and drive (Judg.
3:10, 11:29), and produces uncommion intelli-
gence and practical wisdom.

39. discerning and wise Pharaoh repeats
Joseph’s own words (v. 33).

40. in charge of my comurt This function
probably refers to the position of “overseer of
the domain of the palace,” one of the known

Egyptian bureaucratic titles. Most likely, Joseph

JOSEPH’S APPOINTMENT AS VIZIER
(vv. 37-46)

37. The plan pleased Pharaoh Pharach
and his courtiers are impressed by Joseph's per-
ception that the two dreams are actually one, by
his relating them to national affairs rather than
to the king’s personal interests, and by the social
concern that he displays in his advice.

38. Could we find Pharaoh’s question to his
courtiers is rhetorical. He knows at once what
he must do.

in whom is the spirit of God This is the

is given control over the king’s personal estares.

41, Pharaoh further said Joseph does not
utter a word in response to Pharach’s announce-
ment.

in charge of all the land The function re-
flects the Egyprian tidle “chief of the entire land.”

42. removing Pharach now performs a se-
ries of ceremonial acts that confirm Joseph's posi-
tion as “grand vizier of Egypt.”

signet ring The wansfer of the ring bearing
the royal seal from the finger of Pharaoh to that
of Joseph signifies the delegation of autharicy; it
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he had him dressed in robes of finelinen, and  §f1x 3979743 xv-5Y AT T79A

o . 0 FPE] ™ 1 ;.-:- ) 1 \1'* . - \TY — oo
puta gold chain about his neck. *He had him PN 15'7@{5 e

ride in the chariotof his second-m-comméﬁ_&:
and they cried before him, ’%b1m
placed him over all the land of Egypt.
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Joseph the name Zaphenath-paneah; and he
gave him for a wife Asenath daughter of Poti-
phera, priest of On. Thus Joseph emerged in

enables the new official ro validate documents
in the king’s name. The title “royal seal bearer”
was well known in ancient Egypt.

fine linen The term translated as “fine
linen” (shesh) is an Egyptian loan word for cloth
of exceptional quality.

a gold chain The giving of a gold chain was
one of the highest distinctions the king could
bestow upon his favorites. .

43. chariot This is the first reference o a
chariot in the Bible. The Hyksos invasion of
Egypt in the 18th century 8.c.E. introduced the
chariot to that country as an instrument of war-
fare. '

" second-in-command That is, viceroy.

they eried before him The practice of hav-
ing heralds declaim in front of the chariot rider
is recorded.in Esther 6:9.

Abrek! An exclamation found nowhere else
in the Bible. In Akkadian, abarakky is the term
for a steward of the temple and the chief steward
of a-private or royal household.

NIDXIX 1771AM Dave Mmsy Horow
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44. { am Pharaoh Thartis, | spe;{k with the
full authority of my royal office.

Lift up band or foot A figure of speec
meaning “no action shall be tzken.” '

45. gave Joseph the name The change of
name signifies a new idenrity and a fresh starc in
life. The king probably wanted to “Egyptianize”
the name Joseph.

Zaphenath-paneah The Egyptian words
mean “God speaks; he lives,” or “the creacor/
sustainer of life.” During this period in Egype, it
was not unusual for foreigners, and Semites in
particular, to be'welcomed by the courrand ro
rise to positions of responsibility and power in
the governmenc. - 7
. Asenath The Egyptian name means “she
who belongs to (the goddess) Neich.”

Poti-phera See Commentto 37:306.

priest of On . This city, located seven miles
northeast of modern Cairo, was the worship
center of the sun god Re. It was called Beir She-
mesh in Hebrew (Jer. 43:13) and Heliopolis in

R ¥ 8 T

45. Is Poti-phera identical with Potiphar,
whom Joseph served in chapter 397 The Tal-
mud thinks he is and understands his giving
his daughter to Joseph in marriage as an ac-
lknowledgment that Joseph was innocent of
the charge brought against him (BT Sot. 13b).

A Rabbinic legend identifies Asenath as the
daughter who was born to Dinah, Jacob’s
daughter, after she had been violated by She-
chem (Gen. 34). Subsequently, she was adopted
by the childless Potiphar. Thus Joseph, like the
otherPatriarchs, marries a relative,

' HALAKHAH L'MA-ASEH

41:45 the name This is the first instance in [ewish tradition of having more than one name, one of them
Hebrew. For purposes of religious honors (such as an #/iyzh to the Torah) and religious documents (such as for

- marriage and divorce), one is identified by one’s Hebrew name, the son or daughter of (ben or bat) one’s father’s
Hebrew name. In prayers for the ill, one is traditionally identified by one's mother’s name. Conservative
practice increasingly uses both the mother’s and father's Hebrew names in all circumstances, as an expression
of honoring both parents in accordance with the Decalogue (see Exod. 20:12).
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charge of the land of Egypt—*Joseph was
thirty years old when he entered the service
of Pharaoh king of Egypt.—Leaving Pharaoh’s
presence, Joseph tr aveled throughall the land
of Egypt.

47Durmg the seven years of plenty, the land
produced in abundance. 48And he gathered all
the grain of the seven years that the land of
.Eg}q')t‘ was enjoying, and stored the grain in
th"& cities; he put in each city the grain of the
fieldsaround it. 950 Joseph collected produce
in very large quantity, like the sands of the sea,
untilhe ceased to measure it, for it could notbe

measured. |

S0Before the years of famine came, Joseph
became the father of two sons, whom Asenath
daughter of Poti-phera, priest of On; bore to
hLm °!Joseph named the first-born Manasseh,
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Greek. The high priest ac On held the dide
“greatest of seers.” Joseph thusmarries into cler-
ical nobility. Moses would later do the same..

emerged in charge of Literally, “wenc our
over.” The clause probably should be under-
stood as short for “he left Pharaoh’s presence to
be in charge of the [and of Egypt.”

* 46. Joseph was thirty . This note, given at the
time Joseph's ordéals.end, corresponds to the re-
cording of his age as 17 when they began (37:2)
and prov:des a framework for'the narrative.

entered rbe service of Lsrcraﬂy, “stood be-
fore.”

]asepb traveled ]oscph bcgms to familiarize
himself with local conditions to prepare for the
task of enabling the Egyptians to survive the ex-
pected famine.

THE SEVEN YEARS OF PLENTY _ (vv. 47-49)
.47, i abundance "The word cranslated as

“in abundance” (litmatzim) means, literally, “by

handfuls,” i.e., “bumper crops.”

48. he gatherved all the grain From Joseph's
activities it is clear thac he holds the well-known
Egyptian' office of “overseer of the granaries of
Upper and Lower Egyptr,” whose duties in-
cluded the collection of tax: payments on field
produce', the storage of an adequate supply of
food in years of plenty, and the distribution of
food during years of famme He was, in effect,
minister of agriculture. -

]’OSEPH’S TWO SDNS (ﬂ 50-—57)

50. years Literally, “year.” The sons-were
born either before the first year of the famine or
before the year when its effect first became se-
vete—i.e., toward the end of the famine’s sec-
ond year, when the migration of Jacob anc[ his
family took place.

51. Manasseh  Joseph adapts the name,

50. Before the years of famine camne Once
the famine arrived, however, people stopped
having children, so as not to have addltlonal
mouths to feed !BT Taan. 11a).

51, BycalhnghlsﬁrstsouManasseh Ioseph )

[Ersesyma=yor

is not saying that he has forgotten the circum-

stancesofhiscomingtoEgypt. Helissaying that .

he remembers them but that the memonj no
* longer oppresses him.

‘ HALAKHAH L MA ASE.H
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meaning, “God has made me forget comple-

tely my Rardship and my parental home.

52And the second he named Ephrai_m, mean-
ing, “God has made me fertilein the land of my

affliction.”

“S3The seven years ofabundance thattheland
of Egypt enjoyed came to an end, 5¢and the
seven years of famine set in, just as Joseph had
foretold. There was famine in all lands, but
throughout the land of Egypt there was bread.
55And when all the land of Egypt felt the hun-

ger, the people cried out to Pharach for bread;
and F_haraoﬁ said to all the Egyptians, “Go to
Joseph; whatever he tells you, you shall do.”—

SAccordingly, when the famine became severe
in the land of Egypt, Joseph laid open all that
was within, and rationed out grain to the Egyp-
tians. The famine, however, spread over the
whole world. 57So all the world came to Joseph
in Egypt to procure rations, for the famine had
become severe throughout the world.

which means “he who causes to forget,” to his

own situation.
meaning Hebrew: ki, “because.”

my hardship and my parvental home This
is an instance ofa single.idea expressed by two
terms. It means, “my suffering in my parcmal
home.”

52. Epbraim The name must have meant
either “ferdile land,” from the stem 19, or “pas-
tureland,” from “afur” Either meaning would
suitably describe che furure territory of the tribe
bearing this name, which was located in the cen-
tral region of the Land of Israel and blessed with
good soil and rainfall.

made me fertile The Hebrew verb Aifyani, a
wordplay on the name Ephraim, refers to the
blessing of abundant descendancs.

the land of my affliction That is, where I
spent 13 years in captivity.

THE ONSET OF FAMINE  (vv. 53-57)

The entire agricultural economy of Lower
Egypr, the norchern, virrually rainless area of
the country, has always depended on the Nile
floods caused by the river’s periodic rise during
three summer months. There are years when the
rains in the southern Sudan are insufficient. A
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shortfall of only a few inches could bring famine
to Egypt. This phenomenon and the motif of
seven-year famines are well documented in
Egyptian and other Near Eastern texts.

- 54. inall lands Inacruality, there could not
be any nacural connection between the famine
in Egypt and that in neighboring countries. The
situation in Canaan resulted from a prolonged
lack of rainfall that had nothing to do with the
failure of the Nile to rise.

55. Go to Joseph This verse, which antici-
pates the next episode, explains why the broth-
ers have to appear in person before Joseph (v.
57). :

56. Accordingly For the sake of clarity and
for continuity with verse 55, the translation in-
verts the order of the Hebrew clauses.

within The Hebrew word ba-bem, literally,
“In them,” has no antecedent. The ancient ver-
sions variously rendered “all the granaries,” “all
the granaries in which was grain,” and “every-
thing in which was grain.” These either reflect a
different text or are attempts to interpret the
difficule Hebrew.

over the whole world Lirerally, “over all the
face of the land.”
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GENESIS 47:10 VA-YIGGASH

been the years of my life, nor do they come up
to the life spans of my fathers during their
sojourns.” 19Then Jacob bade Pharaoh fare-
well, and left Pharaoh’s presence.

1180 Joseph settled his father and his broth-
ers, giving them holdings in the choicest part of
the Tand of Egypt, in the region of Rameses, as
Pharaoh had commanded. ?Joseph sustained
his father, and his brothers, and all his father’s

ho@old with bread, down to the little ones.

13Now there was no bread in all the world,
for the fammitie was very severe; both the land of
Egypt and the land of Canaan languished be-
cause of the famine. 4Joseph gathered in all
the money that was to be found in the land of
Egypt and in the land of Canaan, as payment
for the rations that were being procured, and
Joseph brought the money into Pharaoh’s pal-
ace. 1°And when the money gave out in the
land of Egypt and in the land of Canaan, all
the Egyptians came to Joseph and said, “Give
us bread, lest we die before your very eyes; for

my fathers In the mouth of Jacob the term
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and left Pharaol’s presence The patriarchal

refers only to Isaac and Abrabam. The former period in the histary of the people Israel has

lived to 180 (35:28), the latcer ta 175 (25:7).
10. Jacob bade Pharaok farewell He sa-
luced the king, as in verse 7.

NOW come to an end.

JOSEPH'S AGRARIAN POLICIES (57:11-27)

11. Joseph settled his father His role as
provider for his family reminds the reader that
the famine is still raging.

the region of Rameses This is another name
for Goshen. The pharaoh Ramses II, in the
13th century B.c.E., enlarged the city of Tanis
and made it his capital. Thereafter, his royal
name was attached to it. The use of the name
here in Joseph's time is apachronistic.

13. there was no bread The severity of the
remaining years of famine is such that the peo-
ple become wholly dependent on the state for
their survival.

14. gathered in
through a series of drastic measures that, in ef-
fecr, nationalize the land and livestock and turn
the populace into tenant farmers of the state.

Joseph averts disaster

Jacob to sound so bitter about his life. He has
been reunited with his beloved son, whom he
thought dead, and has been promised a life of
ease in Egypt. Jacob’s life has been described as
“3 story with a happy ending that withholds

any simple feeling of happiness at the end. . ..
Althoughhegetseverythinghewanted, itisnot
in the way he would have wanted. Everything
hasbeen a struggle” (Alter).
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the money is gone!” 16And Joseph said, “Bring

your livestock, and [ will sell toyouagainst your

livestock, If the money. is gone. 1750 they

brought their livestock to Joseph, and Joseph
gave them bread in exchange for the horses, for
the stocks of sheep  and cattle, and the asses;
thus he provided them with bread that year
in exchange for all their livestock. 18And when
th;it year was ended, they came to him the next
year and said tohim, “We cannothide from my
lord that, with all the moneyandanimal stocks

consigned to my lord, nothing is left at my

lord’s disposal save our persons and our farm-
land. PLetus not perishbefore youreyes, both
We and our land, Tzke s and our land in ex-
change for bread, and we with ourland will be
serfs to Pharaoh; provide the seed, that we may
live and not die, and that the land may not

become a waste.” i :

2050 Joseph gained possession of all the farm
land of Egypt for Pharaoh, every Egyptian hav-
ing Sold his field Gecause tlie famine was t00
much for them; thus the land passed over to

P

into Pharaok’s palace Joseph took nothlna

for himself.

16. sell He will sell to them che ° bread

mentioned in verse 1 5.

— N

wian  m NN

D27 TN DINPR 137 O MK 16

DX A7 D3 DAKDX DY YpRE

DY nov oy mn Ao B
wp:rr MR XY PR D01
ompR ‘73: b m‘v‘rm mmnm
KynT M bRms K mawa
9 RN v mws PoR axAn
93T DRDX 73 CFINE MIArKY

W) K7 FIEOR mpman mip

AINRTXY PCOKR | YT eb
o3 MMIxToa ']uw': ) -m‘:m
Drr‘vn MIRTRNK KT TR
”1’".!5;5 D773y WNRTX) K T
K7 TR Ny X7 i

: :Dvgj_'_]
DMy NRIR-YIThK qw Tpm20
3 T Wi Orlyn 1onmD mvieb
FyIY YT T 27T BoY P

time to prepare for next year’s harvest. Farmers

continue to sow their fields in years of famine,
19. Take us and our land The suggestion

to barter livestock for food had come from Jo-

HALAKHAH L'MAASEH . &+ 00 000 ; |

'47 19 serfs' The Sagesplaced so many restrictions on slave owners that s}avery became economically saava

: v BT Kid. 20a). In'any case, the Torah requires us to help the poor so that they should not have to |
?chzszsas) by ,

17. horses This is the first time the Bible
mentions the horse, which was widespread in
the Near East by the middle of the 16th century
B.C.E. Its place at the head of the list marks its
high value. ‘

18. the next year Literally, “the second
year." This could refer to the second year of the
famine, to two years after the arrival of Jacob, to
the second of the remaining five years of famine,
or to the seventh year of the famine. The last
might explain why the people ask for seed. The
predicted end of the famine is at hand, and it is

seph. Now the Egyptians initiate the proposal to
surrender their land and become serfs of the
crown,

provide the seed Egyptian sources docu-
ment the practice of the state lending seed corn
to farmers for repayment atharvest time,

20. Joseph gained possession Private landed
property existed in all periods of Egyptian his-
tory, but after che expulsion of the Hyksos in
the middle of the 16¢th century 8.c.E., the major
part of the land became the actual property of
the stare.

eous (e.g.
l themselves inta slavery in order.to repaya debt (
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Pharaoh. 21And he removed the population
fown by town, from one end of Egypt's border
to the other. 220nly the land of the priests he
did not take over, for the priests had an allot-
ment from Pharaoh, and they lived off the
allotment which Pharaoh had made to them;
therefore they did not sell their land.

3Then Joseph said to the people, “Whereas]
have this day acquired you and your land for
Pharaoh, here is seed for you to sow the land.
24 And when hatvest comes, you shall give one-
fifth to Pharaoh, and four-fifths shall be yours
as'seed for the fields and as food for you and

those in your households, and as nourishment

foryour children.” 5And they said, “You have
theysaid, Youhave

saved our lives! We are grateful to my lord, and
we shall be serfs to Pharaoh.” 26And ]bsef;lu;
made it into a land law in Egypt, which is still
valid, thata fifth should be Pharaol’s; only the
land of the priests did not become Pharaoh’s.

21. be removed the population town by
town The text is generally understood as refer-
ring to a population transfer on a large scale,

v m NWKOD

MR D7Y7 K TRYT DY nR 2
NI P2 ATV DRyeTh)
nxn oodgab P o mp XY oy
DY 101 WK TRInK 155K e

DINTRTNK 1020 K7 1377y e
DRNK IR T DY oK hot K s
DRYKIT FYI97 DRNRTRNK) D
2 IR Dpyn v
o7 mwman npnn nkiana
T vy D7 M N va
7371 WA WKPY Dby

288

TRYPI RIT TINKNZ 0387 e

Y87 DUy WE P wya
M DWITY Py qoT ANK D s
P1 Wil my9? DNy npIRhy
QM K7 DTA7 DOORT NN

Y97

allotment. Such an interest rate was not consid-
cred excessive in the ancient Near East.

25, grateful

Joseph’s actions must be

probably to remove farmers from nationalized
lands.

22, the land of the priests Because the tem-
ples received fixed royal endowments, they were
under no pressure to barter their lands for food
ar seed.

23. here is seed The provision of seed de-
pends on the barter of the peasants’ land for
food.

24, one-fifth to Pharaoh The state-con-
trolled land is cultivared by the former land-
owners, who pay a tax of 20 percent of the har-
vest in return for the privilege and for the seed

judged in the context of the ancient Near East-
ern world, by whase norms Joseph emerges here
as a shrewd, successful, and highly admirable
administrator,

26. still valid The Hebrew formula mean-
ing “until chis day” (ad ha-yom ha-zeh) is used
here in a legal context (as in 1 Sam. 30:25). The
narrator here bears witness to the fact that the
ancient laws described in verses 22 and 24 were
still in use in his day. The stacement reflects the
fact that at various periods of Egyptian history
individual temple estates were exempt from
taxation by royal decree.

22, Only the land of the priests Among
Israelites, priests and Levites owned no land
[Num. 18:23-24). They depended on the tithes
and gifts of worshipers, which led them to iden-
tify with the poor among the people. In Egypt,
by contrast, the priests were a privileged class,
likely to be sympathetic to ather privileged
elements in Egyptian society.

23-24. Rashbam criticizes Joseph as ruth-
less, comparing his dispossessing the people of
their lands to the actions of Sennacherib (infa-
mous Assyrian king; 2 Kings 18, esp.vv.31-32).

25. we shall be serfs to Pharaoh A genera-
tion later, the Egyptians would take their re-
venge on Joseph for having reduced them to
slavery, by enslaving his people.
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in the region of Goshen; they acquired hold-
ingsinit,andwere fertileandincreased greatly.

27, Thus Lrael Following the digression,
the narrative resumes the story of the Israelites.
This verse is closely connected with verse 11.

sertled  This verb is in the singular, whereas
the succeeding three verbs are each plural. The
inconsistency is deliberate. Israel the individual

TR TET SN AR

Patriarch merges with the national enrity. See
Comments to 46:3F.

and were fertile and increased greatly Gods
blessing, bestowed on Jacob on his return from
Haran (35:11) and repeated as he was abour ro
go down to Egypt (46:3), is now being fulfilled.



EXODUS 1:5 sH'MOT

Naphtali, Gad and Asher. 5The total number of
persons that were of Jacob’s issue came to sev-
enty, Joseph being already in Egypt. §Joseph
died, and all his brothers, and all that genera-
tion. 7But the Israelites were fertile and prolific;
they multiplied and increased very greatly, so
that the land was filled with them.

8A new king arose over Egypt who did not

know Joseph. 2And he said to his people, “Look,
the Istaclite people are much too numerous for
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us. 10 et us dealshrewdly with them, so thatthey

5. Jacob’s issue  Literally, “that came our of
Jacob’s loin.” In the Bible, the Hebrew for “thigh,
loin,” (yerekh) is a euphemism for the male argan
of procreation.

seventy The number 70 in the Bible usually
is not meant to be taken literally. It evokes the
idea of rotality, of being all-inclusive, on a large
scale. Here, it is a round number.

6. Theentireimmigrant generation had died
out by the time the oppression began.

7. This description of the Israclites’ extraor-
dinary fertility (in language that is also used in
the Creation narrative of Gen. 1:20,28) suggests
the concept of the community of Israel in Egypt
as a miniature universe, self-contained and apart
from the larger Egyptian society. It is the nucleus
of a new humanity, spiritually speaking.

the land Not the whale of Egype, but the

area of Israelite settlement known as Goshen.

THE OPPRESSION  (vv. 8—14)

The Israclites experience sudden caraclysmic
change. The most reasonable explanation for the
Israelites’ change in forrune lies in the policies
adopred by pharaohs of the Ninereench Dynascy
(ca. 1304—1200 B.C.E.), especially by Ramses II
(1290-1224 B.c.E.), who shifted Egypt’s admin-
istrative and strategic center to the eastern delta
of the Nile, where he undertook building projects
that required a huge local labor force. "A new
king” may also refer to a new dynasty.

8. who did not know Joseph He was igno-
rant of or indifferent ro the extraordinary service

that Joseph had rendered to Egyptand the crown.

Enorw This is the first appearance in Exodus
of the verb ¥ 1%, a key term in the Exodus narra-
tives, occurring more than 20 times in the first
14 chapters. The usual rendering, “to know,”
hardly daes justice to the richness of its meanings,
which include emotions and relatedness as well
as the intellect. The use of the word here to de-
scribe Pharaoh may andicipate “that you [Pha-
raoh] may know” in 9:29.

9-10. Thehistorical sicuation that prompred
his fears may plausibly be reconstructed if it is as-
sumed that the text refers to Ramses II. The east-
ern delea of the Nile was vulnerable to penetration
from Asia. In the middle of the 18th century
B.C.E., it had been infiltrated by the Hyksos, an
Egyptian term meaning “rulers of foreign lands.”
The Hyksos were a conglomeration of ethnic
groups among whom Semites predominated.
They gradually took over Lower Egypt and ruled
it unil their expulsion in the second half of the
16th century B.c.E. After that, the delta was ne-
glected by the central government, although
many Semires remained in the region. A revival
of interest in that part of Egypt began with the
reign of Haremheb (ca. 1330-1306 s.c.E.) and
accelerated under his successors. It probably
heightened sensitivity to the presence of a large
body of foreigners in that strategic area.

Israelite people  The unique Hebrew phrase
am b’nei yisra-el (the nation of the descendants of
Israel) is found only here. It tells us that the family
of the patriarch Israel (Jacob) has become the peo-
ple Isracl and hence are a threar to the Egyprians.

deal shrewdly Lirerally, “wisely.” To control

Jacob had to wrestle and change to become Is-
rael; and his children, the children of Jacob,
also had to struggle to outgrow their less ad-
mirable traits to become the children of Israel.

8. who did not know Joseph Pharaoh knew
that Joseph had saved Egypt, but did not care.

He did not let the information change his out-
look (MRE 7:137). Through much of Jewish
history, the people’s well-being depended on
the goodwill of a ruler. When the leadership
changed, the fortunes of the Jewish commu-
nity often changed as well. Pharaoh begins by
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may not increase; otherwise in the event of war

they may join our enemies in fighting against

us and rise from the ground.” USo they set task-
masters over them to oppress them mth forced

PlthommWwem
opmmy increased and spread
out, so that the {Egyptians] came to dread the
Israelites.

13The Egyptians ruthlessly imposed upon the

Israelites 14the various labors that they made
them perform. Ruthlessly they made life bitter
for them with harsh labor at mortar and bricks
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and with all sorts of tasks in the field.

the growth of the Israelite populadon. Pharach
unwxmngly challenges the will of God, for the di-
vine promise (o Abgahain (Gen. 22:17 and els-
where) had pledged thar his descendants would
be as numerdus as the stars of the heaven and the
sands of the seashore.

and iise from the ground ~The literal mean-
ing of the Hebrew (v 'wlah min ha-aretz) may come
from a forgotten idiom that means "o rise from
a lowly state,” or “to gain ascendancy over” (see
Hos. 2:2). Or it may simply mean “leave the
land.” ' L

11, The Israelites are conscripted for com-
pulsory unpaid labor on public works pro;ects for
indefinite periods.

they built The Hebrew may refer to found-
ing new cities as well as to rebuﬂdmg those that
existed.

Pharaoh The title combines two Egyptan
words, per-o (literally, “the great house”). They
originally applied to the royal palace and courr;
later, during the Nineteenth Dynasty (ca. 1304~

']'1'-.'}3 nfyfa] "I'['.'.ISJ WK I:lﬂ‘[:l! :7‘.3

1200 B.c.E.), itwas ani honorifictitle ﬁ)! the reign-
ing monarch. It is-analogous to presenc-day use
of “the Palace” or “the White House.”

Pithom and Rameses Both names are well
known in Egyprian sources, but their precise lo-
cation has ‘not been ‘fixed. Pithom is néver 2gain
mentioned in the Bible. It was identified with a
location in the eastern Nile delta (Tell er-Rarabah;
in the east of Wadi Tumilat). The name derives
from the Egyptian per-atum, which means “the
House of (the sun god) Atum,” indicating the
presence of 4 major remple dedicated to the pri-
meval creacor god of that name. Raamses can be
none other than the famous delta residence buile
by and named after Pharaoh Ramses II; its beauty
and glory are extolled in poems still excant. The
city was situated in “the region of Goshen,
phrase thar is synonymous with “the region of
Rameses,” where the Istaelites [ived.

13-14." The Israclites now are subjected to
forced labor in construction and agriculeure, as
opposed to the labor exacted from them earlier

réfusing to acknowledge Joseph, and later re-

fusing to acknowledge God, saying, “Who is
the Lokp thatIshould heed Him?* (Exod. 5:2).

14. harsh labor One of the Sages reads
“harsh labor” (b’farekh) as “with soft words”
{b'feh rakh). Instead of confronting the Israel-
ites with threats and demands, the Egyptians
hid their evil intent behind soft,” inndcuous
words, assuring the Israelites that this was for

their own good. The word “b’farekh” occurs
one other time in the Torah. In Lev. 25:46, the
Israelites are told never to treat their own
slaves b'farekh. Some oppressed people, given
the opportunity, would be eager to reverse the
roles and oppress others. We are taught that,
because we khow how it feels, we should never
oppress others. Abraham Lincaln reflected the
teaching of the Torah in his statement: “As I

HALAKHAH L'MA-ASEH

1:14. they made life bitter for them The Haggadah of Pesah connects to this verse the practice of eating

bitter herbs at the Seider.
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